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ACTS X. 34 35. 


17:2 Peter opened his Month, and ſaid, of 4 
I-uth, I percetve, that God is no Reſpetter 


of Perſons, bat in every Nation, he that 


 Fareth him, and worketh Righteouſneſs, is 
accepted with him, | 


HE Jews were for a long Time 
the peculiar People of GOD; 
they were entred into a PpaTtt- 
* cular Covenant with Him, by 
— de Right of Circumciſion; they 
were bleſs'd with a Supernatural Revela- 
tion; enjoy'd a Form of Divine Woiſhip and 
Service, that was inftituted by GOD Him- 
ſelf; and were more eſpecially ſeparated 


from all Commerce and Converſation with 
the Neighbours around them, by being en- 


joy ned Abſtinence trom {uci: 1 ings as all 
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other Nations of the World freely uſed. |} 
Hereby, they had learn'd to Value them 
ſelves, as the ſole Favourites of Heaven, 
and to look upon the reſt of Mankind, as 
unclean and Reprobates, unworthy of, and 
utterly excluded from all Regards from 
GOD; they imagined, that whatever 0- 
thers did, tho? in itſelf ever fo Good, would 
not be accepted, for want of their being 
circumciſed, and obſerving the other Pre- 
cepts of the Law of Moſes, This Prepol- 
ſeſſion and Prejudice in their own Favour, 
. and to the Condemnation of others, was 
„ ſo univerſally imbibed by, and riverted in 
the whole Jew! Nation, that even tlie 
' Apoſtles of CHRIST＋, were carried 00 
and acted by it. Oar bleſſed Saviour, 
a little before his Aſcenſion, had indeed: 
commanded them, to go 7uto all the World, 
and to preach the Gojpel to every Creature, 
and given them Power, by the Holy Ghoſt 
deſcending upon them, to be Witheſſes of 
Him, not only in Jeruſalem and Jaded, and 
Samaria, but unto tlie uttermoſt part of 
the Earth; yet, we find by the Hiſtory of 
their Acts, that they ſpent their Labours 
at firſt, for ſome Time, altogether at Jera- 
ö ſalem, and among thoſe of their own Reli- 
gion only; when GOD was determined to 
- make the proſelited Gentiles, (i. e. Thoſe 
Genciles who ſo far embrac'd the Jewiſh Re- 
8 5 85 nr ligion 
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ligion, as to Worſhip the true God, and offer 
Sacrifices to Him in a, pecaliar Court of the 
ewiſh Temple, and were therefore ſtiled Pro- 
ſelites of the Gate.) When GOD, I fay, was 
determined to make thoſe Partakers of the 
Goſpel Grace, He ſaw it needful to bring 
it about at the Expence of a Miracle; 
without which, St. Peter would not hav 

gone in, and eaten with, and Prescl 
CHRIST unto, Cornelius the Centurion, who, 
tho? he was a devout Man, and one that 
feared GOD, with all his Houſe, and 
gave much Alms to the People, and pray'd 
to GOD always, yet was deemed unclean, 
and unfit to be convers'd with, becauſe 
uncircumciſed, and not a thorough Omfor- 
-1iſf to the Ceremonial Law. For thus 
doth the Apoſtle tell him, wer. 28th, of 
this roth chap. That, He thought it was an 
unlawful Thing for him, or any Man that was 
a Jew, to keep Company, and come unto one 
of anther Nation. To cure him therefore 
of this Bigotry, and to let him know that 
the middle Wall of Petition, was broken 
down' by Chrift Jeſs ; that under the Goſ- 
pel, no. Diſtinction of Meats was required, 
and no Difference between Men mags 
G OD laid hold of the Opportunity, whAlt 
Cornelius's Meſſengers ( whom G OD had 

clirected him by an Angel to ſend for St. 
Peter) were on the Way; and the Servants 
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6690 
of the Houſe, were preparing ſomething to 
ſatisfy his Hunger, and he himſelf was fal- 
len into a Trance: G OD, I fay, laid hold 
of this Opportunity, to entertain his Mind 
with a Viſion of all manner of Beaſt, 
creeping Things, and Fowls of the Air, 
let down in a Sheet together from Hea- 
ven, and to direct a Volce, bidding him 


riſe, kill, and eat, and account nothing 
common that GOD had cleanſed ; the 


End of which, the Spirit interpreted to him, 


by commanding him to go with the three 
Meſſengers from Cornelius, that were now 
arrived, without any Heſitation. He accor- 

dingly aid fo the next Day, and found Cor- 
uelius with bis Kinſmen, and near Friends, 

prepared to receive him. The firſt Thing 
he did on his coming, was to Inform them, 
how that his converſing with them contra- 
ry to the uſual Cuſtom” of his Countrymen, 
was 1n Compliance ro the Will of GOD; 
as allo, to enquire what was their Intent 

in ſending for him. Cornelius rave him an 
Account, that What he did was by the Di- 
vine Direction, in order to receive Inftruc- 
tions from his Mouth, which they were 


now met together in a Solemn Manner to 


hear, Ihen Peter opened his Mouth, and 
aid, of a Truth, 1 perceive, that God is #0 
Reſpedter of Perſons, but in every Nation, he 
that feareti Him, and worketh Righteouſneſs, is 
accepted with Him, | 1E 


CF 

Tar Words are an expreſs Aſſertion of 
i Thing founded on the cleareſt and ſtrongeſt 
Conviction. It was not a Thing of Gueſs 
and Conjecture; a Thing only, tho? highly 
probable, No, The Apoſtle had nor the 
jeaſt doubt about the Truth of it. He had 
inaturely revolv'd it over in his own Mind, 
and was firmly and fully perſuaded of it. 
He had laid the Viſion which himſelf had 
ſeen, and the Account which Cornelius gave 
together; compar'd therewith the teachable 
and ferious Frame of Spirit which. he per- 
ceived in them; and came to a poſitive and 
abſolute Concluſion from it. Thea Peter 
opened his Mouth, &c. 


I x my Diſcourſe from theſe Words I ſhall 
by Divine Aſſiſtance obſerve this Method. 


Firſt. I ſhall particularly explain and illu- 
ſtrate the ſeveral Parts of the Text. 


| Secondly. I ſhall draw ſuch Inferences, as 
I take naturally, and neceſſarily will flow 
from them. | | 


Firſt. I am particularly to explain and 
illuſtrate the Several Parts of the Text. In 
order to which I {hall enquire. 3 

Hirſt. In what Senſe God is no Reſpecter 
ot Per ons? SH 85 2 
| 5 Secondly; » - 
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Secondly, What it is to fear God ang work 
Righteouſneſs ? 


; Thir aly. What 18 meant by G O D's oY 
cepting ſuch as in every Nation fo do. 


Is GO D no Reſpecter of Perſons? 


Tur this is frequently aſſerted of the 
ever Bleſſed and Glorious G O D, is ob- 
vious to all who have any, the leaſt, Ac- 
quaintance with the Scripture Revelation. 
Deut. x. 17. The LORD zour GOD 15 
GOD #fGODS, and L ORD LORDS, 
a great GO D, a mighty and terrible, which re- 


| 6 Perſons. 2 Chron. xxx. 7. There 


7+ no Iuiquit) with the LORD our GOD, nor 
Reſpecter of Perſoxs. Job. xxxiv. 19. How 
much leſs is it fit to ſay thou art wicked and un- 
godly to him that accepteth not the Perſons of 
Princes, nor regardeth the Rich more than the 


Poor? Rom. it. 11. There is no reſpect of 


Perſons with G O D, Gal. 11.6, G OD accept- 


eth no Man's Perſon, and to mention no more. 


x Peter i. 17. Call on the Father, who without 
Reſpett of Perſons judgeth according to every 
Man's . f 3 8 


Tus E are plain and expreſs Declar?- 


ons of Scripture, concerning the Supreme 


Being. . 


(9) 

Being. The Truth of them at rſt Sight 
may ſeem very precarious, and to ſtand on 
a weak Foundation. On a curſory Conſide- 
ration they appear contrary to Senſe and 
Experience; and ſeveral Facts recorded in 
Scripture Hiſtory make againſt it. 

Do not I daily ſee (will ſome be apt to fa) 4 ma- 
ateſt Contraad. C7108 122 G 0 D?s N ays of Proz if 
dence ro this Aſſertion! Is not one born with 4 
ſtrong and healthy Conſtitution of Body, whilſt 
another comes into the Horld naturally infirm and 
weakly £ Will not Experience teach me there is as 

reat 4 Difference by Nature in the Minds as in 
the Bodies of Men? Are not ſome endow'd with 
Toa good Parts and Capacities, whilſt others 

om their Birth are dull and heavy, and almoſt 
| Stupid? Ts not this the Work of GOD? Are 
not 1 his Creatures? Did not GO D make 
them both as they are! Ts here not then a manifest 
Reſped of Perſons ? Hath not GOD « greater 
Regard for the one than the other, ſince he makes 
{ach a Diſtinction between them? Do not I read 
alſo in Divine Revelation when Rebecca had con- 
cet ved by one, even by our Father Iſaac, for the 
Children being not yet born, neither having done 
any Good or Evil, that the Purpoſe of GO D ac- 
cording to Election might Hand, not of Works, 
bat of him that called, it was ſaid anto her, the 
Elder ſhall ſerve the Tos ounzer, Git is written, 

Jacob have I loved, but Efau have I bated? 
Rom. ix. 10. 11. 12. Were not the Ijraclttes* 
1 | B r 1775 
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in a particular Manner mo# highly fawour'd of 
Heaven? G OD ſhewed his Word unto ſabòb, 
his Statutes and his Judgments unto Iſrael. He 
hath not dealt ſo with an) Nation; and as for his 
Juag ments they have not known them: Praiſe ye 


the LORD. Pfalm cxlvii. 19. Aud ſince 


the Goſpel Revelation by Jeſus Chriſt hath ben 
made, by which, Life and Immortality is brought 
to Light, in which the Way to Happineſs ts fully 
aud clearly made known, Is there not a very great 
Difference madeby GO D between Men in the 
Dijperſation of it? Poth not the Light of it in 
a glorious maziner ſhine aroumd the Tents of ſome 
whilſt others ſit in Darkneſs and the ſhadow of 
Death? Mut not this be aſcribed tothe Almighty 
Juperintendant of the Univerſe, why doth what- 
ever he pleaſith in the Armies of Heaven, and 
among the Inhabitants of this our Earth? How 
then can the Sacred Writers ſay that G O Dis 
zo Reſpetter of Perſons? This at firſt Sight 
looks like a very plauſible Objection, and 
enough to undermine the Truth of St. Perer's 
Aſſertion in the Text. | 1 


To which I anſwer. 

In order to havea right Notion of G O D's 
Dealings with the Children of Men, we 
mult conſider him in a twofold Capacity, v. 
as a bountiful Creator and Benetattor, and 
as a juſt and Impartial Judge. In the former 
Capacity he may beſtow his Favours a rbitra- 
| | | | | rily, | 
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rily, and in a Sovereign Way and Manner. 
Heis under no Obligation to any of his Crea- 
cures in Point of Juſtice, ſo as that he ſhould 
Diſpenſe his Bounty to them equally with 


others. No, All they have and are is the 


Effect and Fruit of Mercy. GOD in this 
| Reſpect as well as earthly Benefactors may 


do what he will with his own; may give to 
this or that or the other particular Nation or 
Perſon, more or leſs, as ſeemeth him good. 
He is not, neither can be unjuſt to any, for 
with-holding from them, Favours which 
they ſee other of their Fellow Creatures to 


enjoy, ſince their very Being and all their 


Enjoy ments G O D might take away from 


them whenever he pleaſed, as he gave them 
freely at firſt, Without giving any Account 
of his Ways. „ 


Tre Conſideration of this, will give 
Light to that Place of Holy Writ, which 
hath been grofly miſunderſtood, and ſhame- 
fully abus'd. The Argument which the Apoſtle 
is there upon, it is manifeſt, is the Rejection 
of rhe Nation of the Fews from being the pe- 
cul ar People of GOD, on Account of their 
not believing in CHRIST, as the promi- 
ied MESS LA, and not accepting that way 


ot Righteouſneſs, and Salvation made known 


by the Goſpel. They thought that, as they 
were the Seed of Abraham, to whom the- 
. Eromiſe was made, that GOD mould ben 

| = 860. 
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9 barely the being born of Abraham, and de- 


642 


GOD to him, and to his Seed after him; 
G O D could not be a G O D of Faithfulneſs, 
and true to his Word, if he caſt them off. 
This was a tender Point, which the Jews 
could not brook to hear, and might poſſibly 
think St. Paul inſiſted upon it Out of Spite 
and Malice againſt them. The Apoſtle 
therefore begins the Chapter with a ſolemn 
Aſſeveration, of the Fervency of Affection 
which he had to his Countrymen, for 
whoſe Good he could wiſh himſelf even accurſed 
from CHRIST; and with an Enumeration 
of the peculiar Favours and Privileges, they 
enjoy'd, to verſe 6, There he obviates that 
Objection, that if GO D cut them off, the 
Word of Promiſe would take no Effect; far 
from it, faith the Apoſtle, for they are not all 
Iſrael, that are of Iſrael, G OD claims it as 
his Sovereign Prerogative, to determine who 
ſhall be Heirs of the Promiſe. It is not 


ſcending from his Loins, that gives a Title 
tO it. Jſbmarl then would have had an e- 
qual Share therein, as a Son of Abraham, 
with Iaac; but GOD, in a Sovereign Man-, 
ner, cuts off, as it were, the Entail from 
him, and makes the Settlement on ac and 
his TiTue alone. Tn Iſaac ſhall thy Seed be 
called. And leſt any ihould ſay, there was 
an apparent Reaſon for this Conduct of 
GOD; 1hmie; was born to Abraham, not = 

SEW his 
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( 13 ) 
his Wife, but of his Hand-Maid, Or Tſaae 
might be of a more towardly Diſpoſition, 
or dutiful Behaviour than his elder Brother; 
and that Conſideration, might induce GO 


ſo to order it. No, goes on the Apoſtle, 
that could not be the Caſe; becauſe, in 


the next Generation, GOD acted in ſach an 
arbitrary Manner, as not to admit of this 


Plea. Rebecca, Iſaac's Wife, had Twins in 
her Womb, and before they were born, and 
conſequently, had done neither Good nor Evil, 
GOD reveald His Will to her in this Man- 
ner, The Elder ſhall ſerve the Jounger; and 
this He did, faith the Apoſtle, That the Pur- 
poſe of GOD, according to Election, might 
ſtand; that is, That GOD might ratify and 
confirm His Purpoſe, to chooſe whom He 
flaw good to inherit the Promiſe ; and 
therefore, he might now as well call in the 
believing Gentiles, the Imitators of A4bra- 
hams Faith, and count them Abraham's Chil- 
dren, and make good the Promiſe to them, 
and yet be true to His Word, tho? he en- 
tirely abandoned the Jewiſh Nation, 


Tris will appear to every conſiderate. 
Perſon, the Thread of St. Paul's Reaſoning 
in this Place, Hence it is plain, there is 


not a Word intimated with relation to an 


abſolute particular cternal Ele ction to ever- 
laſting Life and Happineſs, That was Fos 
| | reign 
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reign to the A poſtle's Subject. The Electian 
there mentioned, plainly referrs to the 
Choice G OD would make, who ſhould in- 
herit the promiſed Land, and the Benefits 
conſequent thereupon, whether Eſau or Ja- 
cob; neither are theſe two Brethren per/ſq- 
zally conſidered, but as the Heads of Fami- 
lies, the Parents of” a large and numerous 
Poſterity. This is plain from thoſe Words 
of GOD to Revecca, Gen. XXV. 23. Two Na- 
tions are in thy Womb, and two Manner of Peo- 
ple ſhall he ſeparated from thy Bowels, and the 
one People ſhall be ſtronger than the other Pec- 
ple, and the Elder ſhall ſerve the Toanger, This 
is alſo farther confirmed by the Event. The 
Prediction was never verified as to their 
Perſons. The Elder never did ſerve the 
Younger. Eſau remain'd as free, indepen- 
dant, and Sovereign, while he hved, as his 
Brother; but the Edomites, his Poſterity, be- 
came Servants to the 1/raelites, the Deſcen- 
dants of Jacob. 1 
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AN p, what will ſerve, I think, effec- 
tually to prevent our underſtanding EleQi- 
on here, of an Election to eternal Liic, ia, 
that then all Jacob's Poſterity muſt be thus 
elected, and Eſau's all reprobated ; which 
are both equally falſe. The Jews, for the 
moſt part, were a ſtiff- necked, rebellious 
Generation, and Eſau had among his Poſte- 

5 rity, 
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rity, Men of Virtue and Integrity, as Fob 
2nd his Friends ſeem to be. 


Ix Conſequence of this Preference, 


which GOD gave to Jacob and his Seed, 
above Eſau's, the Iſraelites, Jacob's Poſterity, 
became the Poſſeſſors of the Land of Canaan, 
and thereby the peculiar Favourites of God, 
above all the Nations of the Earth, agree- 
ably to the Promiſe made to Abraham, Hence 
it is, they are frequently ſtiled, nationally con- 


ſidered, 5 elect, choſen, { iritual People. 


Deut. vit.- 5. Thou art ãn People to 
the Lord thy Gl The Lord thy God hath choſen 
thee to be a ſpecial People to himſelf. above all 
People that are upon the Face of the Earth. 
the Lord did not ſet his Love upon you, nor 
chooſe you, becauſe ye mere more in Number than 
other People, for ye were the fewest of all People, 
but becauſe the Lord loved oa the Lord will“ 
be gracious to whom he will be gracious, and will 
jo:w Mercy on mhom he will ſhew Mercy; So that 


0 
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it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that 


ranneth, but of God that ſheweth Mercy, Exod. 
xxXiit, 19. Rom. ix. 6. But GOD dcth 
not, neither can, act thus as a Judge. There 
Juſtice maſt take Place. Judgment mult be 
formed of, and Sentence paſſed on Men 
according to Rule. And in this Senſe is the 
Phraſe, refpecting or accepting of Perſons, 
uſed in Scripture, It is properly a judicial 
Term, 


— os» 


* 
, "& 


1 


[16] 


Term, and hath Relation to paſſing of Judg- 
ment. In that Senſe G O D is no Reſpecter 
of Perſons, but deals impartially and equally 
with all, 


T x E Original Word properly ſignifies the 
Accepter or Lifter up of the Face; being a Meta- 


Por borrowed from the Way of Salutation 


ractis'd in thoſe Ancient Times [which is 


to this Day uſed among the Eaſtern Nations] 


When a Perſon came into a Room before a 
Man of ſuperior Subſtance, Honour or Au- 
thority, it was cuſtomary for him to make 
his Approaches in a very humble and lowly 
Poſture, with his Face almoſt down to the 


Ground. If his Company was unacceptable, 


he was ſuffered to lie in the fame proſtrate 
Manner. But if his Preſence was agreeable 


and deſireable the Perſon ſaluted would go 


towards him, and raiſe him up; He would 
accept or lift up his Face. This is the ſtrict 
Original meaning of the Word, which we 


tranſlate accepting or reſpecting Perſons, 
Thus we read, Gen. xxxii. 20. Jacob faid, 


Iwill appeaſe my Brother Eſau, with the Preſent 
that goeth before me, and afterwards 1 will ſee 
his Face; peradventure he will accept of me; 
according to our Tranſlation, in the Origi- 
nal, it is, be will lift ap my Face, When 
they mer, Gen. xxVviii. 3. Jacob bowed him- 


ſelf to the Ground Sever Times, till he came 
* is ; — — — — ; . r 
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near to his Brother, and Eſau ran to meet him, 
and embraced him, In order to which he mult 
lift up his Face. 5 | 
. Tax Face being expos'd to View, the 
Word afterwards came to ſignify any external 
Appearance of a Thing or Perſon; and to ac- 
cept of the Face, or to reſpect Perſons, de- 
noted the forming a Judgment of any Man 
or Thing, not according to the Reality, or. 
the true Merit of him or it, but from ſome 
outward Appearance; the State, Quality, or 
Condition of rhe Man; or ſome external Cir- 
cumſtances of the Thing; which have no 
manner of Weight in themſelves, nor ought 
to be conſidered. . Such as a Man's Riches, 
and thereby his being able to reward for 
paſſing the deſired, tho? wrong Judgment; 
or his Poverty, whereby often a Compaſſi- 
onate Mind is influenc'd in Favour; or 4 
Man's Birth, Noble or ignoble; or his being 
a Countryman or a Stranger; a Relation and 
Friend, or an Enemy; a Maſter or a Servant, 
Fad ſuch like. To have Regard to theſe ex- 
ternal Relations and Circumſtances ozly, or 
more than real Merit; and to be influenced 
by them in ſhewing Favour and Affection, or 
Paſſion and Partiality; fo as to acquit or con- 
demn on their account merely, is unjuſt, and 
ſuch a reſpect of Perſons, as GOD often con- 
demns. Lev. i. 15: Te ſpall do no Unrighteouſneſs 
in Judgment. hou ſhait not reſpect the Perſon : the 
Ci ie, 
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(138 ] 
Poor, mor honosr the Perſon of the Mighty. Deut. 
1. 17. Te Hall not reſpect Perſons in Judgment, 
but you ſhall bear the fmall as well as the great, 
you (hall nat be afraid of the Face of Mas And 
in ſeveral other Plages. This the righteous 
Judge of all the Earth, cannot be guilty of. 
He will not, neither can, reſpect Perſons on 
that Account. It is not Riches, Wealth; 
and Power, nor Beauty, Age, or Sex, nor 
any Condition or Circumſtance of Life whar- 
ever a Man is in: It is not an outward re- 
ligious Profeſſion, nor the Enjoyment of any 
ſpiritual Gifts and Priviledges, will entitle 
any Perſon the more to the Divine Favour, 
or render him the leſs acceptable in GOD's 


Sight here; or will be of any Service or Diſ- 


advantage to him at the Great Day. The 
Man himſelf, his Heart and Actions, it is 
that GOD will have Regard to. He will 
accept or reject, acquitt or condemn, as theſe 


ſhall be- found ro be. The Enquiry then 


will not be whether thou art Greek, Few, or 
Chriſtian; whether circumciſed or uncircum- 
ciſed; whether thou art bond or free: The 
main Queſtion will be, What art thou? What 
haſt thou done? How is thy Heart affected? 
And what hath thy Converſation been? 
GOD will render to ever) Man according to 
his Deeds. To them who by patient Continuance 
is well-doing, ſeek for Glory and Honour, and 
Immortality, Eternal Life; Put anto them that 


n — — .-- 


SE are 


— 


(9 
are contentions, and do not obey the Truth, bat 
obey Unriehteouſneſs, Inaignation ana Wrath, 
Tribalation and Ang uiſb ap every Soul of Man 
that doth Evil, of the Jew-fir/f, and aiſo of the 
Gentile, bat Glory, Hompar, and Peace, to every 
Man that worketh Good, to the Jew. frf, and 


alſo to the Gentile. For there F no Reſpecter 
of Perſons with GOD. Rem. 11. 6. 11. 


Secondly, The ſecond Enquiry to be, is, 
what is it to fear GOD, and wark Righteoul- 
neſs, which 1s declared neceſſar y to the Di- 
vine Acceptance: F 


TES E two Things, Fearing GO D, and 
working Righteouſneſs, comprehend the whole 
of our Duty to our Great Creator, and Pel- 
low Creatures. Sometimes indeed, the Fear 
of GOD, as well as the reſt of the Acts 2 
Piety, Love, Reverence, Faith, and Hope, 
is put for the whole of Religion. Thus Pial. 
xxxiv. 12. Come, ye Children, Tbearken unto me, 


I will teach you the Fear of the Lord, 1. G * 


What it is to be truly religious. But here 
in this Text it mult be taken, as it is contra- 
diſtioguiſh'd from working Righreouſnels, 
in a more ſtrict and confined Senſe, as de- 
notin; only the whole of our Duty ro GOD, 
With relation to his Worſh: p and Service. In 
_ Senſe Jonah ſpeaks, 8 he ſays, chap. 

I fear the Lord, the God of Heaven. i. e. 
1 worthip and ſerve him, Fear 
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FEARING GOD in this Senſe, muſt 
contain in it, Faith in him. Fr without 
Faith, it is impoſſible to pleaſe God ; for he that 
cometh to G O D, maſt believe that He is, 
and that he is a Rewareer of them that di- 
ligently ſeek him, feb. xi. 6, When a Man 
is once convinced, that there is a firſt Cauſe 
of all Things, poſſeſſed of all poſſible Per- 
fections, infinite in Wiſdom, Power, Holi- 


neſs, [uſtice, Goodneſs, and Truth, he is 


immediately led to dread rhe provoking and 
diſpfeaſing Him, on Account of the fatal 


Conſequences of his Anger and Wrath. This 


Fear of diſpleaſing Him, is naturally atten- 
ded with a ſuitable Defire and Study of 


pleaſing Him, by the Performance of all 


folemn Acts of Worſhip to him; praying 


to Him for the Supply of all Wants, and 


prailing him for Mercies received from Him, 
with all poſſible Seriouſneſs and Reverence, 


„If he duly fears G O D, Ne will in ſhort be 
Willing to learn, and ready to do whatſoever 
GOD requires of him. 5 . 


the Fear of G OD, is not the only 


: requt esto the Mine Acceptance. There 
* Mult be alſo, rhe working Righteouſneſs, . 
A faithful and conſcientious Diſcharge of all 
thoſe Duties to our Fellow Creatures, that 
reſult from the Station, Condition, Relations, 
and Circumſtances of Life, which the Pro- 


Vidence 


Or] 


vidence of GOD hath placed us in. Tq 
this End, we muſt bear an univerſal Good- 
Will to all, and be ready to do all Offices 
of Kindneſs to them, which he in our Pow- 
er. We muſt do nothing to any, that we 
ſhould not be willing to receive from them; 
mult be true in our Words, honelt in the 
Diſcharge of our Promiſes, upright in all 
our Dealings. In ſhort, we mult love our 
Neighbour as our-ſelves. 


Tris Righteouſneſs we muſt work, It is 
not a Thing to be obtained with a few lazy 
Wiſhes, and faint Deſires. It requires aſſi- 
duity, and Diligence, Care and Thoughtful- 
neſs, Labour and Pains. For thus the ori- 
ginal Word holds forth. Theſe are the Terms 
of Acceptance with GOD; without the 
Performance of which, no Man, how much 
foever bleſſed by Divine Providence, with 
reſpect to this World; how highly favoured 
ſocver with Priviledges, that relate to ano- 
ther World, can obtain the Divine Favour, 


Theſe Terms are general and univerſal, Com- 


pliance with them any where in the whole 
habitable World, will not miſs of Accep- 
tance with GOD. He that doth theſe Things 
ſhall never fall; let hu Fot be caſt, in the 
utmoſt Corner of the Earth. It matters not 
whether he was born in Earope, Aſia, Africa, 
or America; whether the Nation he belongs 
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to, be civiliz'd or barbarous; let him be 
Chriſtian, Jew, Mahometan, or Pagan; let him 
be a Papiſt or Proteſtant; let him go under 
any Denomination of either, if he doth but 
thus fear GOD, and work Rizbteouſneſs, he 
{hall be accepted with Him. | 


Nor indeed that I think any Works of 
their own, are in themſelves ſufficient to 
procure the Favour of GOD, or that they 
ſhall be accepted for them. No, The Blood 
of CHRIST, as a Sacrifice for Sin, is the 
procuring Cauſe of Acceptance to all Man- 
kind; and the Spirit of CHRIST, is the Au— 
thor of all the Good, that is any where, by 
any Perſon, in any Nation done. But this 
T ſhall have Occaſion to ſpeak ro more fully 
hereafter. I proceed: 

Thiraly, To enquire what is meant by 
G O D's accepting ſuch, as in every Nation 

thus fear him and work Righteouſneſs, And 
I think there can be no manner of Difficulty 
in refolving this Queſtion, Every Perſon 
that conſiders ar all will immediately perceive 
that by it 1s meant, that GOD 1s well- 
leaſed with them, and their Services, here 
in this World, and that He will reward 
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, them in the World to come. For acceptable 
and well. pleaſing, fecm plainly to be uſed 
by St. Paul, as Sy nonimous Terms. Phil. 
iv. 18. He ſtiles their Charitable Contributions 

| | LO 
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to him, an Odour of 4 Sweet Smell, a Sacrifice 
acceptable, Coe 14. 10 GOD. And foraſ- 
much as he that fears GOD, ſo as to come to 
him, muſt believe that he is a Rewarder of them 
that diligently ſeek him, we cannot ſuppoſe 
but upon their Faith and Fear, and worſhip 
of him, he will ſo do. This is alfo manifeſt 
from G O D's communing with Cain. Gen: 
iv. 7, if thou doſt well, ſays GOD to him, . e. 
if thou duly feareſt me, and performeſt to me 
an Offering ſuitable to this proper Fear of me, 
ſhalt not thou be accepted? Will not I ſhew the 
lame Teſtimony of my being well-pleaſed 
with thy Sacrifice, as I gave to thy Brother 
Abel? And if thou doſt not well, Sin lieth at thy 
Door, I ſhall be ſo far from rewarding thee, 
for what thou doeſt to me, that I ſhall certain] y 


puniſh thee for thy Wickedneſs. For din there 


mult be underſtood of the Paniſuments of Sin, 
which is a-very common Hebrew Idiom ; and 
being accepted ſtands in Oppoſition to Puniſle 
ment, of i 
More particularly, 


Firſt. GOD fo accepts of him that in 
every Nation feareth him, and worketh 
Righteouſneſs, as to be well-pleaſed with him, 
and what he doth. The Righteous Lord loveth 
Rig hteousneſs, and his Countenance doth beho!d 
the upright, Pſalm xi. 7. True Goodneſs 


wherever it is, cannot but be an agreeable” 
| | Sighs 
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Sight to that GOD, whoſe Eyes are too pure 
to behold Iniquity; and the Perſon in whom 
it is found mult be approved of him. It is a 
Tranſcript of the Divine Nature, a Part of 
himſelf, as it were, implanted inthe Creature; 
and unleſs he can deny himſelt, he cannot reject 
and refuſe it wherever he ſees it, It is true, 
the beſt of Men are imperfect in Holineſs, and 
their beſt Services are attended with manifold 
Infirmities. But GO D knows our Weaknels, 
and the great Temptations we are to encounter 
with, and the many Difficulties that lie in the 
Way of Virtue. He makes allowance there- 
fore for rhe unavoidable Frailty of Human 
Nature, He is. not ſtrict to mark Iniquity. 
He judgeth of Men from the fincere Bent of 
their Minds, and the conſtant Study and En- 
deavour of their Lives. If that be towards 
GOD and Goodnels, 'tis not manifold, un- 
gllow'd Failings, will throw him cut of his 
Favour- If this was not the Cafe, who could 
hope for the Divine Love? Who mult not 
for ever deſpair of doing any thing, that GOD 
will have any Reſpect unto, or that will in- 
{tate us in his Favour? For in many Things 


we all offend. 

Secondly, H 1 1 that feareth G0 D, and 
worketh Rrghteonſaeſs, GOD will fo accept 
of, as to give him a proper Reward for it. 
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Tux Favour and Acceptance of GOD 
is not only a bare well-pleaſedneſs with the 
Perſon that obtains it, but a ſure Pledge of 
a ſuitable Reward. Men indeed often think, 
it is ſufficient that they ſhew a good liking 
to what a Perſon doth in Compliance with 
their Will; tho' they make no returns for 
it, But GOD is too Good to put off any 
of his ſincerely Obedient Creatures ar this 
Rate. Among Men this is allo often the 
Caſe, tho? they may be willing yet they 
ave not ability to recompence the Services 
done to them. But 6 OD is able to do 
abundantly for his Servants above what 
they afe able to ask or think. He will 
not therefore be unrighteous to forget their 
Mort, and Labour of Love, Heb. vi. 10. 
Their Prayers and their Alms go up for a Memo- 
rial before GOD as the Angel ſaid to Cor- 
nelius, that his did. verſe 4. GOD will 
have them in Remembrance, and ſuffer not 
the Labours of ihole, who fear him and 
work Righteouſneſs to be in vain, Verily 
there is a Reward for the Righteous; werily 
there is a GOD that judgeth the Earth. Pl. 
Iviii. 7. Tho? 4 Sinner do Evil an hundred 
Times, and his Days be prolonged, yet ſarely 
nom that it ſhall be well with them that fear 
G O D, which fear before him. Eccleſ. viii. 
12. According to my præſctibed Method, 
1 paſs on. 7 of 
D Secondly 


FP 


Secondly. To draw ſuch Inferences as 
T take to be the natural and neceſſary 
Conſequences of rhe foregoing Sub) ct, 


Fit. How groſly a >ceived are ny 
| Whole Hopes of Acceptance with GOD 

are ozly or chiefly founded on their outward 
Qualifications, and not on their fearing him 
and working Rightecuſnch 


Tuns was the grand Miſtake of the Jews, 
the Rock they ſplit on, and plung'd them- 
{clves thereby into everlaſting Ruin. Their 
Confidence was placed iz the Heſh, They 
thought becauſe they were the Seed of Abra- 
ham; and received Circumciſion as the Sign 
and Seal of the Covenant, made with him 
and his Seed ; and to then pertained the Adop- 
tion, and the Glory, ana the Covenants, and the 
giving of the Law, and the Service of GOD, and 
the Promiſes, that they were ſure of an Intereſt 
in the Love and Favour of GOD, and could 
not fail of being accepted of him both here 
and hereatrer, tho' their Lives were ever ſo 
wicked and immoral. They imagined they 
ſhould engroſs GOD to themſelves, and would 
not allow any, that were not of their Nation 
and Religion, the leaſt ſhare in the Regards 
and Enjoyments of GOD; tho? they ſincerely 
lived up to the Light they had, and both 
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This, their Error, St. Paul endeavoured to 
beat them out of, by aſſuring them, thar 
he was not a Jew, that was one outwardly 13 
the Fleſh; but he was 4 Jew, that was one in- 
wardly, and C ircdieciſiun was that of the Heart, 
tin the Spirit, and not in the Letter, whoſe Praiſe . 
15 op of Men, but of GOD. Rom. xi. 28. 9¹ 


B U T., tho? the Words of = Apoſtle are 
ſo plain, and fall to the Purpoſe, yet it is. 
to be feared, that there are too many Chriſ- 
tian Profeſſors, who ſo far Jadaize, as to 

build their Hopes of Acceptance with GOD, 
on the ſame ſandy Foundation; which will 
aſlyredly fail them, and involve their Souls 
in Perdition. Why elſe do we ſee ſo many 
priding themſelves in their Priviledges, to 
the Neglect of true Piety and Moral Virtve? 
Some hug themſelves in this vain Deluſion, | 
That they are the Seed of godly parents: 
That GOD was their Father's GOD; and 
they were centred into a Covenant of Grace, , 
in a Solemn Manner by them: That they 
were educated in a pious religious Way, and 
have often been recommended to GOD and 
His Grace, by their Fathers, with the grea- 
teſt Fervour and Imporrunity; and there- 
fore rely upon the Promiſe of GOD, that, 
he will ſbem Mercy, and keep his Covenant, with - 
them that love him, and keep his rs N 
to a rhonſand Generations, Deut. vii. 9. no. 
„ conſidering 
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conſidering, that if they are not the Heirs 


of their Parents Piety and Virtue, ,and do 
not imitate them in fearing GOD, and work- 


ing R ighteouſneſs, their religious Education, 


will be an Aggra vation of their Puniſhmenr, 


and their Father's Care and Prayers, be 


turned into ſo many Plagues and Curſes a- 
gainſt chem. If a Min be juſt, and do that 
which is lawtu! and right, hath walked in my 
Statutes, aud hath kept my Judgments to deal tru- 
ly, he is juſt, He ſhall ſurely live, ſaith the 
Lord God : If he beget a Son, that hath nat done 
any of theſe Daties, [hall he then live? He ſhall 
nat live, he ſhall ſurely die, his Blood ſhall be 
upon him. Ezek. Xviil. 0. 13. O Chriſtians } 
It is a great and excellent Priviledge, that 
you have enjoy'd, of receiving the Inſtruc- 
tions, of ſeeing rhe Examples, of being on 
the Hearts of good and pious Parents before 
the 7 hrone of Grace. But remember, their 


Piety and Goodnefs, will not be imputed to 


you. G O D's Expectations from you, are 
the greater; your Account thar you have to 
give, will be the larger; your Guile, if you 
live not anſwerably, will be vaſtly enhanced, 


and your Tormeat another Day, will be un- 
| ſpeakably the more dreadful, 


OTH «s there may be, that pleaſe them- 
ſelves with this Fancy, That they have the 
Written Word of GOD in their Hands; that 

they 
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they know the Will of GOD, and approve the 
Things that are more - xce:ieat being inſtructed 
out Fit; that they make an open Profeſfion 


of the true Religion, are zralous for the 
Truths and Ways of GO 1), engage in all 


the Ordinances of rhe G ſpel, and hereby 


diſtiaguith themſelves, and are d {t.aguiſhed | 


from the greateſt Part of their Hello Crea- 
tures. They perſuade themſelves therefore, 


that they are the Objects of G O D's Love, 


are well pleaſing in his Sight now, and ſhall 
not miſs ot a Glorious Reward hereatcer, 


Bur let them remember, This is the Condem- 


nation, that Light is come into the World, but 
Men loved Darkneſs rather than Light, becauſe 
their Deeds were evil. John iii. 19. Know 
this, O vain Man! that GOD is 20 Reſpecter 
f Perſons; that he will throw off all Regard 
to thoſe external Priviledges, which thou 
- now enjoyeſt, and will judge righteous Judg- 
ment. Is thy Heart pure? Is thy Life holy? 
Doſt thou fear GOD, and work Righteouſ- 


neſs? Theſe are Terms of Acceptance, eſtab- 


liſhed by GOD himſelf, An Hope foun- 
ded on the Performance of theſe, is good 
and ſolid. If this be not thy Caſe, how 
big ſoever thy Hopes are, thou art a Child 
ot Wrath, and an Heir ot Hell. 


Seconaly, HENCE may be derived great 


Encouragement and Comfort to the mean- 


eſt 
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eſt and pooreſt Chriſtian, that doth but act 
up to the Light he hach, tearing G O 8 and 
working Righteouſneſs. ; 

I maxEz no doubt it is a very great 
Diſcouragement to many a Pious Soul, that 
he ſees hinſelt lighted and neglected by the 


Men of this World, and often by their Fel- 


low Chriſtians, merely on account of their 
Meanneſs and Poverty. And perhaps in the 
midſt of their Thoughts within. them, they 
are ſometimes tempted to think, that the 
fame will be the Caſe with G0 D: that his. 
Greatneſs and Majeſty will not condeſcend 
to look upon and regard ſuch vile Duſt and 
Aſhes as they are; and that their low and 
deſpicable Condition in Life will render them 
beneath his Notice and Care. 


Ir is very obvious and viſible what Diſ- 


n Euction between Men, external Qua li ficati- 


ons occaſion, and how apt Chriſtiaus are, in 


their Judgment of, and in their Conduct to- 


wards others, to be directed and guided by 
outward Circumſtances that make nothing at 
all to the Merit or demerit of the Perſons 
that are in them. Nobleneſs of Birth, Au- 
thority, Learning, Riches, Dreſs, Identity 
of Opinion and Perſwalion, Cc. Shall and 
deth often atone for the want of the Fear of 
God, and the Works of Righteouſneſs, dg give 
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a Perſon a Title to, and ſhare in our Eſteem 
and Reſpect; whilſt true Piety and real Vir- 
tue ſhall be overlook'd and diſregarded, be- 
cauſe it appears under an humble Form, and 
is cloathed with Rags. This partial Con- 
duct is too apparent, tho? unbecoming a 
Chriſtian, and condemned by our holy Reli- 
gion. James 11,1. and cannot but be gra- 


ting and diſcouraging to a truly good Man. 


But be not caſt down, O Pious Soul! nei- 
ther let thy Spirit be diſquieted within thee, 
on this Account. What! tho' thou art un- 
der valued in the Sight of, and unacceptable to 
Men, for thy low and humble Circumſtances 

in the World, thou art not te ſtand or fall 
by their judgment of thee. No, thou haſt 
to do with GOD and not with Man; a 600 
of Judgment and Juſtice, who ſeeth not as 
Man ſeeth; for Man looketh on the outward Ap- 
pearance, but the Lord looketh on the Heart, 
1. Sam. xvi. 7. Tho? he be the high and lofty 
One, that inhabiteth Eternity, whoſe Throne is 
the Heaven, and the Earth his Footſtool, yet to 
this Man will he look, even to him that is poor, 
and of contrite Spirit, and trembleth at his Mord. 


Fa: XVI. 2. 8 


A the outward Appearances, how gau- 
dy and attractive ſoever they are, will not, 
cannot dazzle his Eyes, or ſway his Judg- 
| ment 
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ment; or, let them be ever fo indifferent and 
uninviting, they will not, they cannot give 


Him the worſe Opinion of the Man. Theſe 
Things to GOD, are mere Trifles, and not 
at all taken into Conſideration by Him. The 


Time is ſhortly coming, when all theſe 


wordly Diſtinctions ſhall be buried in the 
Grave, and Men appear 1n their proper Light 


and Colours. Then ſhall the reſpected Sin- 
ner here, be cloathed with Shame and Con- 


fuſion, and thrown, as the Obje& of Divine 
Abhorrence, into outer Darkneſs; while the 
Righteous, how poor and deſpiſed ſoever in 
this World, ſhall ſhine forth as the Sun, in 
the Kingdom of their God and Father. 


. Thirdh, Hence juſtly may be inferred, that 


the Duties of both Tables, muſt be regar- 
ded, if a Man be accepted with GOD; and 
they will be regarded, where Men are ſin- 


ere. 


IT is not enough, Chriſtian, that thou fear- 


re GOD, that thou believeſt in his Being, 


Nature, Perfectione, Works, and Ways; 


that thou adoreſt his Wiſdom and Know- 
Jedge; that thou dreadeſt His Power and 
Juſtice ; that thou loveſt His Goodneſs, ho- 
peſt in His Mercy, and truſteſt to His All- 


tufficiency. It is not ſufficient that thou 


payeſt Him all proper external Homage and 


Reverence ; 
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Reben that thou prayeſt unto bim ſor 
the ſupply of thy Wants; that thou praiſeſt 
him for Mercies received; and engageſt in 
all the appointed Ordinances of his Reli 
gion and Worſhip. ; 
NEIT HER is it ſufficient, Chitin, 2 

that thou workest Righteouſneſs : That all thy 
Demeanor and Conduct towards thy Fellow 
Creatures is exactly agreeable to rhe DiQates 
of right Reaſon, 14} the Rules of Divine 
Revelation; that thou art of an univerſally 
benevolent Diſpoſ jtion and Temper; unwil- 
ling and averſe to hurt and injure any in the 
Icaſt Degiceand Meaſure; deſirous and ready 
to do Offices of Compaſſion, Love, and Kind- 
neſs to all; Tis not ſufficient that thou ſpeak- 
eſt the Truth from thy Heart in all thy Con- 
verſation with them; that thou holdeſt thy, 
Engagements and Promiſes moſt ſacred; ancl 
art molt diligent and active in- the panctual 
diſcharge of them; chat thou art moſt ſtrictly 
Honeſt, Upright; and * in all thy Deal- 
ings. | 
NEITHER the one nor the Gelder [= gly 
and alone; will avail chee, and intereſt, ces 
in the Favour and Acceptance of GOD. 
Both are equally neceſſar * and alike requir d; 
and Both will go together, where the Man | 
is fincere in either, If thou truly feareſt 
G OD, thou wilt duly work Righteouſneſs. i 
It is what GO P hath plainly enjoined in the 
Natute and Reafon of SIE" and by his 
E 3 Vritten 


i 
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It 


cn) 


ment; or, let them be ever fo indifferent and 


uninviting, they will not, they cannot give 


80 


Him the worſe Opinion of the Man. Theſe 
Things to GOD, are mere Trifles, and not 
at all taken into Conſideration by Him. The 
Time is ſhortly coming, when all theſe 
wordly Diſtinctions ſhall be buried in the 
Grave, and Men appear in their proper Light 


and Colours. Then ſhall the reſpected Sin- 
ner here, be cloathed with Shame and Con- 


fuſion, and thrown, as the Object of Divine 
Abhorrence, into outer Darkneſs; while the 
Righteous, how poor and deſpiſed ſocver in 


this World, ſhall ſhine forth as the Sun, in 
the Kingdom of their God and Father. 


Thirdly, Hence juſtly may be inferred, that 
the Duties of both Tables, muſt be regar- 
ded, if a Man be accepted with GOD; and 
they will be regarded, where Men are ſin- 
cere. 


IT is not enough, Chriſtian, that thou fear- 
eff GOD, that thou believeſt in his Being, 


Nature, Perfections, Works, and Ways; 


that thou adoreſt his Wiſdom and Know- 
ledge; that thou dreadeſt His Power and 
Juſtice ; that thou loveſt His Goodnels, ho- 
peſt in His Mercy, and truſteſt to His All- 
jufficiency. It is not ſufficient that thou 


payelt Him all proper external Homage and 


Reverence ; 
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Rex verence; that thou prayeſt unto: him for 
the ſupply of thy Wants ; that thou praiſelt 
him for Mercics received : and engageſt in 


all the appointed Ordinances ot his Reli- 


gion and Worſhip. 25 
NELTHER is it ſufficient, Chrittian, 
that thou workest Ri tohteonſeſs : Tia thy 
Demeanor and Conduct towards thy Fellow 
Creatures 15 exactly agreeable to rhe DiCates 
Of right Reat on, and the Rules of Divine 
Revelation that thou art of an univerſally 
benevolent Diſpoſition and Temper; unwil- 
ling and averſe to hurt and injure any in the 


Icatt Deg: ceand Meaſure ;defirous and ready 
to do Offices of Compaſſion, Love, and Kind- 


neſs to all; Tis not ſuſficient that thou ſpeak- 


eſt the Truth from thy Heart in all thy Con- 


verſation with them; 11 thou holdeſt thy 


Engagements and Pr omiſes moſt ſacred; and 


art melt diligent and active 1a. the panctual 
diſcharge of them; char thou art moſt ſtrictly 
Honeſt, Upright; and Juſt in all thy Deal- 
10.35. 
| Ne £1THE & the one nor the other ſingly 
and alone, will avail chee, and intereſt thee 
in the Favour and Acceptance of GOD. 
Both are equally neceſſary, and alike requir'd; 
and Both will go together, where the Man 
is ſincere in either, If thou truly feareſt 
6 OD, thou wit duly work Righteouſneſs; 
1 what G0 D hath plainly enjoined in the 
Nature and Reaton of OOO? and by his 
E | Written 


( $4.7 
written Word. Every act of Mob: 2Oul- 
. neſs is a Defiance of is Aut hori ity and Power, 
= which appears at fiiſt Sight inconſiſtant with 
2 true Fear of GOD. That is the Spring 
and Principle, the Motive and Spur to all 
good Actions. Without the Fear of GOD 
no Actions deſerve the Name of Righteous, 
and no Perſons can he excited and engaged to 
1 Proper Works of Righteouſneſs. Holiaels mu 
| 4 perfet Jed in the Fear of GO D, aud cur Sal. 
Dation wor 7 2 out with Fear and T7 embling, Re- 
ly not therefore, Chrigbian, cither on the one 
or the other. An hope of Acceptance wirh 
G OD founded on either ſeparately is vain 
108 will not ſtand; and 'tis a ture Sign of thy 
Infincer;ty and Hypocriſy, if thou make elt any 
4 Diſtinction between them in chy Conduct. 
Let both be the Object of thy Regard and 
þ Care. 
| Fourth). Ir flows I humbly conceive 
from de that Chri/tians as ſuch are not the 
only Objects of the Divine Favour, nor the 
{ole Heirs of Happineſs. Exer ſince he Daysof 
St. Aaſtin, Chriſttians have too much learnt jo to 
appropriate GO D to themſelves, as to allow 
not the reſt of Mankind, any Share in his 
Love. They have been tauglit to look upon 
all Actions not procecding from the Principle 
Of Faith in CuRIST, tho? ever fo good in their 
own Natures as no hetter than, Splendida 
Peccata, Sins Gilded over with a fair outſide, 
{ and conſequently all thofe who do not adi 
1 | ally 
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ally believe in the Lord JEsus they reckon 
to be in a loſt, undone, damnable Stare, 
whatever their Life and Converſation is. I 
believe this uncharitable Prejudice of their's 
might proceed from an overwarm Zeal for 
the Glory of CHRIST and his Religion. They 
might think it would reſlect an Honour to the 


great Redeemer, if all were entirely excluded 


trom the Favour of GO D, and a ſuture Hap- 
pineſs, that did not ac confels and trust 
in him as their Saviour, But on the contra- 
ry,l conc-ive (if I am Aliſtaben, G O D kaows 


2 Heart, Terr not Wo. Wengly aum 22 4 „ 4 


"tis 4 Confor the Miſt xe lies on tus charitable 
Side, where, if I muſt, I would always chooſe to 
err) On the Contrary, I ſay, I conceive it is 


more for the Glory of (10 O, the Honour | 
of Cxzisr, and the Credit of Chriſtianity, to 

aſſert as Ido from St. Peter's Words in my 
Text that Chriſtians as ſuch, are not the onty. 
Objects of the Diviae Favour, nor the Sole 

Heirs of Happinefs, There is enough, my 
Brethren, there is enough ia the all- ſufficient 


GOD to ſatisfy the Deſires of all the Human 


Race, were they ter more numerous than ever 


they will be; neither will our Enjoyment 
of him be the leſs, for the Numbers that 
are admitted to the ſame Bliſs, GOD is an 
everflowing, an inexhauttable Fountain or 


Satisfaction, Comfort, and Happineſs; whic cs 
the whole Body of rea ſonable Creatures can- 


IS 


Not ever drain dry. 
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Is GODthe GOD of the Jews only? Says 
the Apoltle Rom. iii. 29. Is he the Chriſtians 


I 


60 alone? Is he not aifo of the Gentiles? of Hea- 


thens ? Tes, of the Gentiles and Heathens, alſo? 
He is the common Parent of all Mankind 
and a kind and compaſſtionate Parent is he 
too. He is good to all, and his tender Mer- 
ies are over all his Works. His own Glory 
maniteſted in their Happineſs, was the great 


End of his creating them at firſt. It is im- 
pious, highly impious, it is Blaſphemy againſt 


the infinitely good G O, to aſſert that he 
made any one of his Creatures for Miſery 
and Damnation, Hell will haye no Soul, 
bur what hath fruſtrated the gratious Deſizu, 

rejected the gracious Counſel of GOD againſt 
themſelves, Lnke vii. 30. GOD would have 
401 Tea 45 Le ſaved, I Tim. 11. 4. He is POE mel. 
lig that any fp periſh bat that all ſhould come 
to Rereatace, 2 Peter ili. 9. To that End he 


| hath endowel all wich Hie: Means of 


Happineſs. All that is neceſſary to be known 
or believed in order to the Enjoyment of his 
bleſſed Self, he hath made level to the Capa- 
cities of all. That which may be łhEzêi f G O D 
is manifeſt to the whole Human Rate, for GO D 
bath ſhewea is to theni. For the inviſisle Things 
of him from the Creatiomof the World are clearly 
ſeen, being underſiood by the Things that are 
made, ven bis eternal Power and Godhead, ROM. 
i. 19. G O O left him[elf not withoag Witzeſs to 
any Nation of the Werld, in that he did good, 

E 2 | ad 
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and gave them Rain from Heaven, and fruit- 
ful Seaſons, filling their Hearts with Food ana 
Glaauefs. ARs xiv. 17. The Light of Rea- 
on 12,planted in their Minds was a ſufficient 
Guide to direct them to fear GO D and work 
Righteouſneſs, {o rhar if they do not, -they 
are without excule. 


Is Curt-T only a Propitiation for the 


Chriſtian's Sins? Is he no: allo for the Sins of 
the whole Worl:l? Yes yerily, Car 1sT is the 
Propitiat ton for the Sins of thr wayle World. 

John ji. 2. GOD /ext #2t his Son into the 
Forld to condemn the World, but that the WWorid 
thro him mieht be ſaved. John iti. 17. Christ 
died for all, gave Le: 4 « Ranjom for all. 

1. Tim. 11. 6. Aud by the Grace of G OD, 

tated Death for every Man, Heb. 11. 9. The 
Merits of His Death, therefore, are as ex- 
tenſive as the rational Creation of G OD. 

I freely allow, agrecably to the Scripture 
Revelatioa, that "thive is Salvation iu un other 
but Canoe: For there is no other Name un- 
aer £1147 en gien 4mm; Mew, wiereby we muſt 
be ſaved, Accs. iv. 12 Whoever comes to 
the E.00y ment of GOD, our heavenly Fa- 
ther, above, or is accepred of Him here, as 
to their Perſons or Services, it muſt be thro? 

the Lord Jeſus, But many, a ali ſincere Per- 


ſons, chat live up to the Light they have 
received from G OD, ſhall reap the Benefit 


of CiixIsT's propittatory Sacrifice, rho” they 


are utter Strangers to it. For I cannot tor 


my 
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my Soul conceive, of rhe infinitely wiſe and 
juſt G OD, that he will or can put an 7- 
vincible Bar in the Way of any of His honeſt 
Creatures Acceptance and Fœlicity. Far be 
it from GOD, to be ſo hard a Maſter, as, 
to reap where he hath not ſown, and gather where 
he hath not ſfrowed ; to inſiſt upon ſuch an im- 
pofſible Condition from. any, as to believe 
in Him, of whom they have never ſy much 
as heard. How harſh doth it found, (I 
would appeal to any thinking and conſide— 
rate Mind) let the Actions of Heathens, be 
ever fo right and canſonant to Reaſon, nay, 
ever fo agreeable to the Divine Will reveal- 
ed, as long as they are deſtitute of Faith in 
CuRisT, they are bur ſplendid Sins, unac- 
ceptavle to GOD, and unworthy a Reward 
from Him; for no other rea ſon, than becauſe 
they have not that, which they could not 
peſſibly have without a miraculous Interpo- 
ſition of Heaven ? How much more ſuitable 
is it to the Natura! Notions we have of a 
Deity, and to the Gracious Tenor of our 
molt holy Religion, to ſuppoſe that GOD 
expects from Men, no other Improvement 
than what is anſwerable to the Talents wich 
he hath committed to them; that where He 
hath intruſted but one or two, he doth not 
require the Improvement of Five or Ten; 
but is well-pleated with, and will ſhew His 
| Regard unto the faithful Improver of the 

one in Proportion to the other; and will 
ES | make 
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make the ſame gracious Allowances for Ha 
man Infirmfties to all Mankind, thro? the 
Death of His Son. How Glorious doth the 
Grace of GOD ſhine forth in this View ? Is 
125 this rather advancing and exalting, than 
erogating from the Great Redeemer's meri- 
{Orious Sacrifice? What an illuſtrious Aſſem- 
bly, will it be to behold, ſome from the Eaſt 
and from the H'eſt, and from the North and 
from the South, Socrates, Plato, Epictetus, and 
others of thoſe renowned Worthies, who in 
their Day and Generation, were ſo Famous 
tor their ſteady Attachment to Virtue and 
Goodneſs, notwithſtanding the Darkneſs and 
Barbarity of the Age they liv'd in, litting 
down with Abraham, Iſaac; and Jacob, in the 
Kingdom of GOD: ? How harmonious, how 
raviſhing, will be the Song, when we ſhall 
hear rhe one (after having it revealed to them 
that they were accepted by the Grate of GOD, 
thro' the Redemption has is ia Chriſt Jeſus 3 
joining in Concert with the other, and ſay- 
ing to the Lamb, Thou art worthy to receive 
Power and Riches, and Wiſdom and Strength, 
and Honour and Glory, and Bleſſing, for thi 
waſt ſliiz, and haſt redeemed us to GOD by thy 
D., out of every Kindred, and Tongue, aud 
People, and Natioa? How full of Praiſe and 
Thankfulneſs will they be to their Almighty 
Creator and Governor, who by His SerriT, 
enabled them to wail rhe rugged Paths of 
Virtue and Wiſdom in this World, whereby, 
11555 
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they were fitted and prepared for ſo Great 
an Happineſs? For Acts of real Goodnets, 
are the EffeQs of the Divine Spirit's AM 
ance-all the World over. As Chriſt died for 
all, ſo the Spirit of Chriſt is given to all, in 
ſome Degree and Meaſure; without whom; 
none, thro? the barc Strength of Natural Rea- 


ſon could, as I conceive, {car GOD and work 


Righteouſneſs ſo as to be e accepted of Him. 


This is what the wiſeſt among the Heathen 


themſelves ſeem well appriz/d of. 
Cicero's Words are very remarkable. Our 


State, ſays he (meaning Rome) and Greece, 


hath produc'd many rare Men; none of whom 
we mult believe would have been fuch, iſ . 


juvante Deo, without the Help of G OD; 


no Man thereforc was cver Great, without 
ſome Divine Inſpiration or Influence, Ste 
aliquo afflatu Divino. This we may ſuppoſe 
they ſhall be better and more fully informed 


of, in the future State; which, will ſerve to 
| enhanſe their Admiraticn, and to heighten 


their Adoration of the Grace of God in Chriſt 
in the Reward they receive for their Virtue, 

THIS I take to be an Account every way 
agreeable to Reaſen and Scripture; no way 
depreciating the Goſpel Doctrine of Juſtifi- 
cation, ec and Happiness thro' the 
Grace of G © D, the Merit of Chri/f, and the 
Aſſiſtance of the Spirit. If it be an Error, I 
cannot ſee any ill Con ſequences that will at- 
tend Religion by it. Rut If it be a Truth, it 


cannot, I think, but give Satisfaction and 


Pleaſu: $702 truly Ste s Mind, 2 Finis, 


